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Ever since the statement was made at the 
annual meeting that the New London story 
appeared to be due for a new telling, we 
have received comments and tnguiries from 
many townsfolk. All agree that it would 
be fine to have an up-to-date history. 
More than one hundred years have passed 
since the publication of the first edition 
of Miss Frances M, Caulkins' fine pioneer 
work, which chronicled events to 1852 

The second edition continued the record 
to 1860. 


The New London Day sent its best wishes 
for the proposed project along with a 

copy of its seventy-fifth anniversary 
issue on specially treated paper. Several 
suggestions concerning the scope and for- 
mat of the work have been received. Local 
inquiries may be divided into three main 
categories: (1) When will the history be 
ready? (2) Who will write it? (3) How 
much will it cost? 


lt seemed desirable to discuss these mat- 
ters in a meeting of the members of the 
Society's Executive Committee. This was 
accomplished on the 29th of October when 
seven members of the committee assembled 

at the Mansion. Invited to this meeting 
were Mr. Williams Haynes and Mr. Stuart 

C. Law of Stonington, These gentlemen re- 
presented editorial and publishing interests 
associated with the proposed Connecticut 
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History Series. Their advice was sought 


regarding the ways and means of preparing 
the history and publishing it. 


Mr. Haynes reported to the Committee that 
an editorial advisory board, made up of 
the heads of the history departments of 
the leading Connecticut colleges and univ- 
ersities, has been selected for the state~ 
wide series. This board will pass on the 
merits of each history submitted for en- 
dorsement by the Connecticut League of 
Historical Societies. A model book was 
displayed to show the typography consider- 
ed for the series, and several examples 

of recent town histories were exhibited. 


An author or editor-in-chief will be en- 
gaged for the New London history. In any 
event it is planned to ask for the ser- 


vices of people who are willing to search 


newspaper files and perform other tribu- 
tary work to feed the main stream. 


The all-important problem of financing 

the project must be solved before the 
machinery can start rolling. Various ap- 
proaches to this vital task are being con- 
Sidered. It is estimated that the cost 


of a work of this magnitude will be large 


(over $10,000.) Surely this sum is not 
too great for such a project as the New 
London history. 


The comment was made at this meeting of 
the Executive Committee that it would be 
appropriate to plan for the publication 


of the work in 1960, one hundred years after 
the issuance of the second edition of Miss 
Caulkins' history. 


TALK ON HEMPSTEAD HOUSE RESTORATION 
FEATURE OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The membership was treated to an explana- 
tion of "What's happening to the Hempstead 
House!’ at its annual meeting at the Shaw 
Mansion on September 18th. The invited 
speaker was Mr. William Warren, member of 
the structures committee of the Antiquarian 
and Landmarks Society of Connecticut, and 
assistant director of the Connecticut His- 
torical Society. 


Mr. Warren paid tribute to Joshua Hempstead, 
Jr., whose diary (Volume 1 of the Society's 
Collections) described much of the detail 

of early 18th century life in New London, a 
time when few people could write. The 
speaker reminded us that the early settlers 
were a busy people. Their thoughts were 

on everyday living, and in those days food, 
heat, and clothing depended on their plan- 
ning, work and ingenuity. 


Mr. Warren described the work that is being 
done by the Antiquarian Society which ac- 
quired the Hempstead House more than fif- 
teen years ago, and recently raised funds 
toward its restoration. Frederic Palmer 
of East Haddam, architect and restoration 
expert, is directing the work. 


The house will appear far different after 
its restoration. On the exterior and in 

the interior it will represent two periods 
of Connecticut house building, the 1678 
house of Joshua, Sr., and the 1728 home of 
his grandson, It was historically supposed 
that the earliest one-room houses incorpor-. 
ated the cooking fireplace with an addition 
and then a leanto as the family expanded. 
There was no trace of an oven in the Hemp- 
stead 1078 parlor, but Mr. Warren reported 
that digging into the back kitchen fireplace 
revealed a true 17th century cooking fire- 
place and foundation and mortise holes, prov- 
ing the kitchen was built separate but at- 
tached to the original house. 


The speaker prophesied that over the years 
the restored Hempstead House will be one of 
the finest early homes in America, one of the 
great attracttons for tourists and students. 


Announcement was made at the meeting of the 
Society's plan to publish a leaflet on the 


history of the Mansion before the con- 
clusion of the 200th anniversary cele- 
bration of its building. This leaflet 
will be distributed to the membership, 
and copies will be available at small 
cost to visitors. 
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SOCIETY REPRESENTED AT 
LEAGUE YOUTH FORUM 


Your president and Mr. Williams Haynes of 
Stonington shared the responsibility for 

the annual forum meeting of the Connecti- 
cut League of Historical Societies which 

was held in New Britain on October 6th. 


Mr. Lyman, chairman of the Education Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Haynes, chairman of the 
Forum Committee, led the two sessions of 
the meeting, whose keynote was "Work with 
and for the coming generation.'' The 
morning session centered on the topic, 
"What are local historical societies now 
doing with various youth groups?" Repre- 
sentatives from the Mattatuck Historical 
Society in Waterbury, the Wilton, New 
Canaan, Hamden and Glastonbury Historical 
Societies presented accounts of their work 
with schools, scout groups, community cen- 
ters and libraries, and work through jun- 
tor historical societies. 


During the afternoon session, a school 
teacher, a children's librarian, a senior 
state president of the Children of the 
American Revolution, and a girl scout ad- 
visor presented their thoughts on ''What 
do recognized agencies now working with 
youth groups feel that the local histor- 
ical society could do to help them? !! 


The audience listened attentively to the 
talks and joined enthusiastically in the 
question and answer period that followed 
each session. 


The speakers at the morning session confirm= 
ed the impression that a great deal of good 
work is being done for youth groups through- 
out the state. Glastonbury, one of the new- 
est members of the League, gave a glowing 
account of activities with scout groups. 

New Canaan's representative described pro- 
gress on a history of the town for youthful 
readers. 


Requests for assistance from historical so- 
cieties were presented during the afternoon 
by a teacher from the history department of 
the New Britain Senior High School, a high 
school librarian and other leaders of youth 
groups. These talks were filled with fruit- 
ful suggestions for society programs slanted 
toward aid to the adult workers in the 
schools and other community organizations. 


We believe that the great benefit to be de- 
rived from this forum meeting is the realiz- 
ation (or reminder) of the great variety of 
opportunities for service to the coming 
generation which are opening up before his- 
torical societies. Those who feel that 
junior activities have no place in their 
present program can at least learn about the 
work that is done elsewhere. 


As the children troop through the Shaw Man- 
sion by the hundreds each month of the year, 
and marvel out loud at the way of life that 
is represented, we know that passively, at 
least, we are offering something that ex- 
pands youthful horizons a bit and kindles 
the imagination to picture the details of 
an earlier and more leisurely way of life. 


lt is our hope that the Society can work out 
a@.program of assistance to local history 
teachers that will provide them with material 
about our town and the surrounding area. We 
hope to help them to explain to their pupils 
how life was lived in early New London, and 
to trace the development of the town that is 
their home today. 


IN MEMORIAM 


lt is with sorrow that we record the passing 
of two life members of the Society, Wolcott 
Griswold Lane of Old Lyme, and Charles Rufus 
Harte of New Haven. 


Mr. Lane, who died November 11, was born 
in Sandusky, Ohio, January 24, 1866, the 
son of William Griswold and Elizabeth 
Diodati Lane. He was graduated from Yale 
University in 1888 and from the Law Col- 
lege of Columbia in 1891. His wife, who 


_ predeceased him, was Edith Green Perkins, 


daughter of General Joseph G. and Frances 
Griswold Perkins of Old Lyme. 


A member of the New York Bar Association, 
the American Bar Association, and the Bar 
Association of the City of New York, Mr. 
Lane was a member of the law firm of King, 
Lane and frafford of New York. 


Mr. Harte was a native of Marietta, Ohio, 

born in.1870. Upon graduation from Colum- 
bia University with a degree in engineer- 

ing in 1893, he became a surveyor for the 

New Haven railroad and was a civil engine- 
er for the road for 54 years until his re- 
tirement in 1951. 


Mr. Harte was a leading authority on the 
old Farmington Canal, and the history of 
the iron.mines in New England. He pre- 
sented many papers at meetinas of the 
Society. He served as vice-president of 
the Connecticut League of Historical Sc- 
cieties and was chairman of its Speakers 
Bureau. 


At the annual meeting in September, Mr. 
Harte presented the Society with a volume 
containing sixty-five enlarged photographs 
of the inscriptions on the burial markers 
of the defenders of Fort Griswold. Miss 
Julia Harte's name was also attached to 
this magnificent gift. Miss Harte, sister 
to Charles Rufus, died in New London 
earlier in the year. 


Another faithful member and cherished 
friend, Mrs. J. William Clarke (Estella 
Bernice Watts) mother of Miss Marion E. 
Clarke, the Society's secretary, died on 
september 22. Mrs. Clarke was born July 
5, 1876 in West Warren, Mass., and had 
lived in New London since 1893. 


THE OLD TOWN MILL 


How many New Londoners realize that the 
old Winthrop Mill is one of the most pop- 
ular points of historic interest to visi- 
tors? Judging from the inquiries that 
are directed to the Society, there is no 
place in New London that attracts so many 
tourists. 
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Those of us who are devoted to such reminders 


of New London's early life avert our gaze 
as we pass the old Mill. It has been ne- 
glected for so long that it is the prey of 
any idle person who chooses to abuse it. 
Weeds and rubbish have combined against the 
wheel and the stream. 


The City Council is debating measures for 
protecting this city owned property. A 
proposal has been made that a protective 
fence be placed around it. More police pro- 
tection has been suggested. It has been 
estimated that a sum of $30,000 will be 
needed to repair the Mill and put it into | 
suitable condition as a tourist attraction. 


We suggest that a portion of this money be 
expended to provide living quarters in the 
upper part of the Mill, with adequate heat- 
ing and plumbing to make the place attrac- 
tive to a resident custodian, preferably a. 
retired veteran. The income of the custo- 
dian could be supplemented by the sale of 
souvenir plates containing a picture of the 
Mill, postal card views, stationery and 
other items popular with the tourist. 


The Society stands ready to assist the city 
in any way it can. We know from personal 
inquiries and letters how much this spot 
means to those who have known it in happier 
days. It seems important to restore the 
Mill in order that the youngsters who play 
carelessly among its ruins may learn what 
a useful part it played in the earlier life 
of the town. 


From the New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
1! Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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BEQUEST F:ORM f | ~ 


| give and bequeath to the New i 
County Historical Society the sum 

ors to be used for. Ake 
general purposes of the Society. 


Bequests may be made in money or 
objects having local historic in- 
terest. Gifts of money may be for 
general or specific purposes. 
Donors are reminded of the tax 
advantages of such gifts. 


Note: 


PICTURE POST CARDS WANTED 


One of the most valuable, and surely one 
of the most attractive historical exhibits, 
is the picture post card. It perpetuates 
the record of an old house, street or 
other spot of local interest that might 
otherwise be forgotten. 


Most of us find these cards when we clean 
out a bureau drawer or hunt through the 
attic. The Society will welcome the gift 
of post cards that show any part of Connec- 
ticut, particularly New London County. 


Wherever you go, the railroad station, the 
drug store or the book shop will nearly 
always be able to produce post cards. 

Some of them may prove to be real treasures. 


For Your Information 


The Society's telephone number is 
3-1209 

The Mansion is open daily except 

Sunday from 1 to 4. 


Custodians in residence: 
Sidney Holmes. 


Mr. and Mrs. 


